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N° XXII. 





FAIRYLAND, SATURDAY, Fuly 9. 1796. 








Auri facra fames, 
Quid non mortalia peClora cogis. 


—— ———— 





SIR, 
1 fend you the continuation of Alphonfo’s ftory. 


‘“ TEXHE birth of a child increafed our mutual happinefs ; new pro- 
i {pects opened before me: the education of my little darling would, 

I thought, be the fource of inexhauftible delight. I had, in my ftay a- 

‘broad, ftudied the human mind, and anticipated the pleafure of putting 
my {peculations in practice. I had obferved innumerable faults in the 

education of youth, and I flattered myfelf with the hope that I might 

‘obviate many of them. But thefe agreeable ideas were foon interrupted. 
I was doomed to mifery from a quarter I little imagined. My brother, 

under various pretences, now began to grow lefs familiar—to-day it was 

not to difturb my wife—to-morrow not to interrupt my ftudies. I 

could not difcover the caufe of this coldnefs: it affected me ftrongly. 

T did not recollect any part of my condu& which could give rife to 

this behaviour; and I had received too many proofs of my brother’s 

friendfhip to leave me reafon to doubt his fincerity. One day he re- 
moved my doubts, and difclofed the views he had in befriending me, 

in fuch a manner as to convince me, that his felfifh charaéter had not 

mended with his years; and what I had vainly imagined to be the ef- 

fe&ts of fraternal friendfhip, had only arifen from true mercantile mo- 

tives. My profeffion he had thought would be lucrative; and being 

more refpected in Spain than the mercantile line, would give me a good 

chance to get a rich wife ; nay, he had one in view, the only daughter 

of a gentleman of confiderable property. He had propofed to himfelf 

a partnerfhip between us, in which the expected fortune would enable 

him to carry on his mercantile tranfaGtions to a greater extent; and 

knowing my difpofition, he was fatisfied that the firft ufe I would make 

of my fortune would be to reimburfe his advances. My profeflional 

avocations as a Phytician, too, would leave him the entire management 

of the bufinefs ; and were any change in the government to take place, 

which he feared might foon happen, he had feveral reafons to believe, 

that his connections with me might be of ufe to him. ‘The difcovery 

of my marriage put a ftop to thefe well laid f{chemes. Still, however, 

he thought it better not to break with me. He was in hopes, that if 
I fucceeded as a Phyfician, I would be enabled to repay him ; but find- 

ing my fuccefs not to anfwer his expectations, and that, from my dif- 

pofition, it was not likely I fhould pufh bufinefs, he could no longer 
conceal 
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conceal his diffatisfa€tion. ‘The moment I had perceived his coldnefs, 
I would have left his houfe ; but I had no friends but his: my wife 
too had fallen ill; and every thing confpired to keep me in what I now 
confidered a prifon. 

“ One day fending for me to his counting-houfe, he produced an ac- 
count of all the money he had advanced for me from my firft arri- 
val; and told me roundly, that I muft pay what I owed him; that I 
had brought all this upon myfelf by my foolith marriage ; but that he 
was not to fuffer for my folly; that in the mean time I muft find out 
another houfe, for that he could not fupport me and my wife longer. 
I was thunderftruck at this unexpecicd attack. I faw no profpeét of 
foon difcharging the debt, but by applying to my father; but what 
were my fenfations, when he put in my hands a letter, containing an 
account of his death! It farther ftated, that my father died with- 
out a will. His entailed eftate, by the unjuft laws of the country, 
wholly devolved upon my brother Roderigo; and the remainder, be- 
ing very trifling, fell to be divided among the reft of his numerous fa- 
mily.—My diftraction on reading the fatal letter is inconceivable. My 
brother now fhewed himéelf in his true colours. With a malicious 
file, he informed me, that he had given orders to {cize’ my patrimony 
towards ‘his reimburfement ; and that I would have an opportunity to 
exert my induftry, and fee what my boafted knowledge aad philofo- 
phy would produce: Then, changing his tone, “ Depart my houfe im- 
mediately,” faid he; “ you have for ever difhonoured the name of 
Fuentes de Solis, by a marriage with a beggar and a heretic. I fear I 
have already incurred the juft vengeance of Heaven, by having fo 
Jong countenanced a match fo impious, fo regardieis of the rules of the 
Holy Church. It is neceffary that I expiate my crimes by utterly re- 
nouncing a brother, the enemy of our faith.” So faying, he left me. 
Miferable as I was myfelf, I could not help pitying the flave of pride 
and fuperftition, the infallible inheritance of Spaniards. The cruelty of 
ruining a helplefs vitim ftruck me with horror. I detefted the coun- 
try, even more than I hated my brother. A government, faid I, that 
breeds fuch monfters, muft be the worft of all human fyftems: the 
weak, unprotected againft the ftrong, falls a prey, and nourifhes in the 
other the infatiable defire of exercifing acts of cruelty. 

“ Awaking from my philofophical reverie, I haftened to my wife, and 
difclofed our fate. Her anguifh was inexpreflible. She faw in herfelf 
the caufe of my misfortunes.. We flarted a thoufand ideas for the 
means of fubfiftence: the little praGtice I had was through my brother ; 
and I had numerous enemies in the profeffion. In that intriguing coun- 
try, a new practitioner is always liabie to be enfnared, by his malevo- 
lent brethren, inventing falfehoods to hurt a rival, who, if unprotected, 
often falls a victim to the cabais of his detractors. As I thought myfelf 
more an objec of pity than of envy, I was not without hopes of find- 
ing fome protection among profeffional acquaintance. I flattered my- 
felf that they might fympathife with my diftreffes. My Matilda too, 
and her infant child, might move compaffion in hearts not of fteel; but 
I found not the wonted Spanifh generofity; I could even difcover a 
fecret fatisfadion in fome who coniidered me as their rival. Seeing no 
refource in Spain, I refolved to leave the country. A clerk in a mer- 
cantile houfe, out of his flender income, furnifhed me with the means 
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"to come ‘to England ; in. him alone I found that fympathy which our: 


fituation ought to have infpired. Moftof thofe to whom I applied, now 
openly upbraided me with my marriage; a ctime which they would 
have thought it their duty to punifh in a like manner. I fled that un- 
‘happy country, where juftice is lulled, and the heart of man hardened, 
‘by tyranny and religious fanaticifm, where the pretender to holinefs con- 
-ceals under his cloak of fanétity the bafeft difpofition. I hoped to find 
‘protection in England, among my former friends. Here I had fewer 
‘prejudices to combat : my marriage would not be thought a crime; my 
fufferings could not fail to excite pity in generous hearts; and my indu- 
ftry might fupport me in a country, where merit does not go altogether 
without reward. 

“ Arrived in London, I haftened to the houfe of my worthy friend 
the merchant. His former treatment of my Matilda, and his refufal 
of a compenfation, deferved my warmeft acknowledgements. His tried 
friendthip, I hoped, would not forfake me in my prefent helplefs fi- 
tuation ; but what was my difappointment to find him a bankrupt, and 
in prifon. I could not reft till I faw my friend. I embraced him, 
and mingled my fighs with his. He informed me of the caufe of his 
misfortunes. Having a heart too fubject to compaffion, he was ever 
folicitous to relieve the diftrefles of others. His crafty brethren pro- 
fited by this difpofition, and brought ruin on him; which his open 
and unfufpeéting conduct put too much in their power. He faw no 
profpect of being releafed from his prefent diftrefs. A numerous fa- 
mily, which had been his comfort in profperity, became now an ag- 
eravation to his mifery. When he heard my ftory, he exclaimed with 
the feeling of a father, “ Perhaps one of my fons may prove a Rode- 
rigo; my confolation would be to have an Alphonfo.”—I left him with 
a promife of feeing him often; when, although incapable to affift 
one another, we might at leaft fympathife in our mutual diftreffes. 
On revifiting my other acquaintance, I foon experienced, that misfor- 
tune is a very bad recommendation : thofe who before would eagerly 
court my friendfhip, were now all full of bufinefs and engagements ; 
and, in their manner of promifing to ferve me, gave me a difmiffal. 
My wife was not more fuccefsful in her applications to former friends. 
The little money with which my friend at Cadiz had fupplied me was 
now nearly fpent ; I faw no profpe& of relief; to crown our misfor- 
tunes, we loft our infant. Life now became a burden. My wife could 
no longer fupport fuch an exiftence ; our troubles had nearly overcome 
her frame. Our fituation drove us to defpife a world where man meets 
rapacious enemies, inftead of brothers. | ftill recolleéted that there was 
a perfon in affluent circumftances at Iflington, whom I had formerly had 
an opportunity of relieving in a very critical fituation. To this man J 
went, with my wife. His contemptuous refufal to affift us threw our 
minds into diftration. We could fupport it no longer; and determined 
to put an end to our wretched exiftence. In this ftate you met us; in 
ftrangers we found friends; in your hands we truft ourfelves.” 

PHILANTHROPOS. 


Many fages have treated of the luxuries which civilization introdu- 
ces into fociety. It has been a matter of great aflonifhment to the 


learned, to fee the many fimilar inventions and cuftoms, to which the ex- 
tremcs 
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tremes of civilization and barbarity give rife. Of this a very ftriking in- 
ftance is juft now taking place. A club of gentlemen of fafhion has 
been inftituted in Edinburgh, for the exprefs purpofe of promoting 
the prattice of eating dogs. In my quality of reformer of mankind, I 
thould be blameable, did I not deliver my opinion upon fo important .a 
point; particularly as feveral of the members of this refpectable club 
have applied to me for advice. Pafling over the quality of dog’s fleth, 
and other trite fubjeéts, I am difpofed to confider the inftitution as pa- 
triotic in the higheft degree. The great f{carcity which has prevailed 
of the moft neceffary articles of life, called upon the higher claffes 
to point out proper fubftitutes for the diet of the poor, while their cha- 
ritable contributions aflifted the helplefs. At that time a celebra- 
ted- Antiquarian of this city found out, that in fome northern cli- 
mate, near Lapland, the people ufed to feed on the dog, and grew re- 
markably plump and ftout. He therefore fuggefted the propriety of in- 
troducing this kind of meat into general ufe, to fave beef. He more- 
over obferved, that the firft writers on agriculture agreed in confidering 
the ox as the ‘belt animal for the plough ; while many Phyficians pro- 
nounced the dog to be very nutritious food. Heliogabalus is well known 
to have always had at dinner a good fat dog, fed with bread and milk, 
and every man of common fenfe would pr eferthe fleth of a carniverous 
animal to the lefs nutritious herbiverous ox. 

It is, befides, well known that prejudices may be got over; and 
that a Frenchman leaps with joy at the fight of a fricaffee of frogs, 
while an Englifthman {wallows greedily the oyfter, one of the moft dif- 
gufting animals. The practice of eating dogs is un :doubtedly founded 
on found fenfe and philofophy, and its renovators deferve to be re- 
warded in a manner fo exemplary, as to induce the nation to follow 
their example. The dog-tax would be unneceflary ; and, inftead of 
the mifer killing his dog to fave the trifling contribution, he would 
gladly fit down to eat an animal, whofe ufes he had not yet fully learned. 
I am furprifed that the club is not more confiderable, when I refle@& on 
the rank of its members ; but I expedét, for the good of the country, that 
the Edinburgh market will foon be ornamented with fat pointers and 
hounds. Thus will the barbarous {port of hunting be abolifhed, game 
grow plentiful, horfes be fpared, and new pleafures arife to the dons 


vivants. 





I have received challenges from both the Chevaliers. I fhall attend them to-mor- 


on the Calten-hill, in my fpiritual garb. 


row, immediately after the forenoon’s fermon, 
The {pectators may find eut my pofi- 


It would be unfair to affume any perion’s fhape. 
tion by the direction of a piftel, which will be vilible in the air. 
Tuespis is uncer confideration. 


Son, South Bridge, Edinburgh ; who receive Communica- 


Sold by G. Mupre, anp 
The Guost may 


tions for this Paper, poft paid, and addreffed to AZr Phantom. 





alfo be had of Camzron anD Murpocs, Glafgow, and S. Murray, Roffel Court, 
Lozdon. 











